Integrating Cooperative Learning in Reading Classrooms:

An Investigation of Saudi EFL Learners' Perceptions

REEM YOUSEF IBRAHIM ALSANIE

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE

Name Rank Field

Internal Examiner Dr.Abdullah Assistant Applied
Alshaikhi Professor Linguistics
External Examiner Dr. Mohammed Associate Comparative

Albarakati Professor Linguistics and

Translation

Advisor Dr. Mona Sabir Assistant Applied
Professor Linguistics

Abstract

This study explores Saudi EFL learners’ perceptions of Cooperative Learning (CL) activities
in reading classrooms. Although a large body of research has investigated the application of
CL in language classrooms, most has focused on how implementing CL affects participants’
achievement and academic performance. Limited research has explored participants’
perceptions of CL. Moreover, the majority of these studies have investigated CL in different
contexts worldwide other than Saudi Arabia. Therefore, this study investigates Saudi learners’
perceptions of CL when applied in reading classrooms. The current study takes place at the
English Language Institute (ELI) at King Abdulaziz University (KAU) in Jeddah. The
participants were 64 Al level preparatory year students according to the CEFR who took a
general English course regularly as part of their preparatory year requirements. The current
study used a descriptive research-based design using mixed methods to better investigate the
participants’ perceptions and to investigate ideas that could not have been fully explored
through a single instrument. The participants were first given a language background
questionnaire and the Oxford Quick Placement Test to determine their current proficiency
level. Subsequently, they were taught using Reciprocal Teaching (RT) for six one-hour
sessions. Participants were then given a survey questionnaire that consisted of 14 items
concerning CL activities in classrooms. In addition, six participants were randomly selected to
take part in qualitative semi-structured interviews as the second instrument of the study. The
resulting data were analysed through SPSS, Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test and NVivo. Overall,
the findings reveal that the participants held positive views of CL in reading classrooms.
Moreover, the majority reported a preference for group work over individual learning to
enhance the understanding of the subject matter. Furthermore, the study offers important
pedagogical implications for future classroom practices.
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