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Abstract

The importance of this study is due to its addressing the policy of the
Ayyubid King Al-Kamil in dealing with the Crusaders. The study addressed two
major stances created via this policy, first one: "the consideration of King Al-Kamil
to surrender Jerusalem to the Crusaders during his reign in the fifth crusade", second
one: “his actual surrender of Jerusalem in to the Crusaders during the sixth Crusade”.
"These two stances mentioned above have created many questions that need to be
addressed in this study. Did King Al-Kamil had the full right to waive the Holy land,
which concerns every Muslim? Did his surrender was intended unspoken purpose
necessitated via the knowledge of the political events? Is King Al-Kamil dispelled the
fruits harvested by Saladin whom recovered Jerusalem and most of coastal Outremer
cities at the same year of 583 AH / 1187 AD? The study follows the methodology of
historical research. This methodology depends mainly on the extraction of scientific
material from various available sources like references, dissertations, periodicals and
encyclopedias, which include information about the research subject. However, the
study followed the use of descriptive and analytical methods, in addition to induction
and deduction methods to fulfill the required objectives. So, The study sheds light on
the King Al-Kamil’s policy towards the Crusaders in Egypt and Jerusalem (615-635
AH / 1218-1237 AD). The study paves the way by presenting the event of Saladin’s
recovery of Jerusalem during the battle of Hattin. The first chapter displays the events
of the fifth crusade, its causes and consequences. The second chapter focuses on King
Al-Kamil’s policy towards the emperor Frederick II, and how the political situation
had affected the Ayyubid dynasty’s inner relationship. However, the study examines
how this relationship resulted in Jaffa treaty and the reactions of the Muslim world
towards the treaty. The third chapter displays the reasons that led to the complete
dispel of Jerusalem, and his latter attempts to unify the Ayyubid dynasty rulers and his
death. The research represents new details about the relation between the Islamic
world and the Crusaders during the Fifth and Sixth Crusades.

Eventually, the conclusion reveals the secret purpose of King Al-Kamil’s
suggestion to cede Jerusalem was to protect Egypt from the aggression of the Fifth
Crusade, and his actual surrender of Jerusalem to Frederick was for fear of falling
between the jaws of the Crusaders on one hand, and the Khwarezmid Empire on the
other hand, which may cause the losing both Egypt and Jerusalem from the hands of
the Muslim world forever. The Crusaders realized that Egypt is the mighty force, with
great weight and its occupation entrenches their existence in the Levant.
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