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The influence of the type of experience in kindergartens on the development of :(E)
children’s mental structures and learning abilities, according to the level adherence to the
developed kindergarten curriculum.
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Abstract




(E): This research was conducted in Jeddah primary schools, on first grade pupils who
had joined kindergarten previously. It intended to study the impact of applying the
original Developed Kindergarten Curriculum or its subsidiary content on the
Conservation concept development. A pilot survey was made to determine which
kindergartens adhere to the developed curriculum content and which do not. Based on
the pilot study, kindergartens were classified into three different categories: adhered to
the curriculum content, did not adhere to the curriculum content either by adding more
activities or by adding more units. Using the Concept Assessment Kit - Conservation, a
random sample of 120 pupils, selected from different primary private schools, in the
three categories, was studied. The pupils were chosen in condition of age (6-7 Years),
and 1Q (90-120%) and that they should had been in kindergarten level of the same school.
The study tools were: pilot study questionnaire, 1Q Draw a man test (Goodenough), and
Concept Assessment Kit-Conservation. Results revealed that there are statistical
significant deviations in the Conservation Concept between pupils who graduated from
kindergartens that were adhering to the curriculum and the ones that were not, in favor
of the second category. Those deviations in the Conservation Concept were due to two-
dimensional space task. There were also statistical significant deviations in the
Conservation Concept between pupils who graduated from the two kindergarten
categories that were not adhering to the curriculum, in favor of the category that added
more units rather than just activities. In conclusions, differences between children’s
abilities were due to the variety of experience factor, which should be considered in

designing and applying kindergarten curriculum in the kingdom.
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